
   On July 15th, our chapter is holding our �rst Youth Training Clinic. We’ll have birds 
available for youths who have a valid hunting license to harvest. Youths who haven’t yet 
passed a Hunter’s Safety Course and don’t have a hunting license will still be able to 
participate. Youngsters will get instruction and hands-on experience from hunting dogs in 
the �eld to processing birds. We still need volunteers for bird planting, cooking and 
dressing birds, etc. I encourage you to participate. It’s very rewarding to mentor these 
young people. 
   I often hear that all our kids want to do is play video games. I believe as 
hunters, conservationists and parents, it’s our responsibility to get our sons and daughters 
in the outdoors and share our knowledge with them. 
   I enjoy spending time with my grandson on our little farm. We have a lot of rock features 
and tons of boulders in the �elds that surround my home. One of my grandson’s favorite
things to do is to run around with grandpa and lift all the boulders and identify the 
di�erent bugs and little creatures underneath them. We have found everything from sow 
bugs to tiny little brown salamanders and even some Rosy Boas. I have found it’s been very
interesting for me, and I have seen some creatures I had not seen before. My grandson just
turned 6 years old. He does like video games, but when he’s at our farm, he prefers to be 
outdoors trying to catch lizards and exploring.
   I was raised on a farm in Iowa. My father was an avid outdoorsman. I can remember him
teaching me to identify the di�erent �ora and fauna, and how to trap, hunt and �sh. I 
remember him telling me why rabbits run on the same trail through the snow, packing it 
down and making obvious trails. He said they did this to outrun their predators.
   I have tried to pass what I know on to my son and grandson. My son has developed a love 
for bowhunting and generally spends a couple weeks every year elk hunting with his bow. He 
loves being in the wilderness. By teaching our youngsters to respect nature and continuing
to observe and enjoy the outdoors ourselves, we can help them develop a lifelong love for 
the outdoors.
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     It is a weekday, mid-summer morning and I am making a daybreak trek to the San Jacinto training �elds.  �e goal for today, like 
other early morning runs, to train the pup before the Southern California heat produces unbearable temperatures that make training 
dangerous.  I have to manage my time wisely; some of us still have to punch the time clock.  
     As I drive into the San Jacinto parking lot, I see a familiar sight; a truck loaded with ten custom dog kennels in its traditional
spot parked at the north end.  �e professional dog trainer 
is already set up and starting his walk with a set of Brittany’s 
running at top speed.  
     I have questions.  What time does he wake up to load all 
the dogs, equipment and birds?  Does he live close?  What 
do the dog’s think when he retrieves them from their 
kennels in the dark, early morning hours?  I can never seem
to arrive sooner than the man. Maybe his discipline is one 
of the marks of a true professional bird dog trainer. 
     I position my truck just east of him, and start my ritual 
of driving a stake into dry desert ground next to the truck 
where the only shade can be found. I turn on the Garmin 
Alpha GPS collar to allow the collar and transmitter to 
locate the satellite signal and sync.   Pup jumps out of the 
kennel and goes to the stakeout chain.  
     I don my vest, which has seen better days; the hole in 
the front, right pocket allows a misplaced shell to escape 
occasionally.  �e stains are from sources better left 
undiscussed. I load shotgun shells into the pocket without the hole and grab the Delmar Smith lead.  �e sync is complete, the 
transmitter can see the collar and the collar is near.   Phase two of the operation commences.  
     We have six pigeons to work today.  �ree are loaded into the game bag and three remain in the shade.  O� to the �eld to plant 
birds, bird bag over one shoulder and three DT launchers in hand.  Time goes by quickly these days; I hurry to get the birds planted 
in their strategic positions, looking for good cover and playing the wind.  En route, I pass the man and his Brittany duo.  Nods and 
smiles are exchanged with the man.  It is too early for elaborate greetings and long conversation.  
     Although I see this man regularly, something stood out this summer morning.Maybe it was the fog that was starting to lift o� the
�eld, creating a picturesque sunrise, or just the bond that we shared.  A bond marked by a passion for bird dogs and early mornings in 
the �eld.  As we passed one another, I noted the man’s sun weathered skin, with deep well-earned wrinkles.  Weather and hard work 
are the sculptors of those wrinkles.  Swollen hands damaged by time and work.  Hands that had been hurt by a check cord or two, 
healed and hurt again.  �e man walks with a slow, purposeful gate, with eyes on the synchronized movements of his Brittany 
counterparts, not the terrain.  �e man has walked �elds before; the terrain makes no impact on his progress.  
     Today, I share a bond with the man.  I am equally as quiet and reserved.  My wrinkles are deepening from exposure to the sun and 
wind.  My hands have experienced the burn of a check cord or two.  My stride is swifter, but the uneven terrain tries to take me down.
�is bond is deeper than we both understand.  It is the bond that drives most bird dog handlers, pushing us to the �eld before 
daybreak with our dogs.  �e drive that allows us to �nd joy in the hard work of bird dog training, or maybe it’s even more than that.  
     Maybe I can even see my future in the man.  My dog and I have many years in the �eld ahead.  Many summer mornings walking 
through a �eld in search of elusive birds.  I am grateful for the future I see in the man, the dogs and walks in the �eld. I count it all joy.
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YOUTH TRAINING EVENT 
JULY 15, 2017  

7:30AM-3:30PM AT PRADO DOG ACTIVITIES AREA 
LOCATED AT 17505 EUCLID AVE CHINO, CA 91708 

 
 

Great Opportunity for Youth of all ages to experience all 
aspects of training dogs. 

An Interactive, Hands on experience with Trained NAVHDA Dogs 

 Engage in all aspects of Field work- must wear orange  
 Basics for training your dog, steadiness on shot and retrieval  
 Participate in all things Birds: From planting to cleaning game birds 
 Advanced Activities in training for those with Hunting License 
 BBQ Lunch provided, Free T-Shirt and Certificate of Completion for all youth 

For More information www.inlandempirenavhda.org 
To RSVP to this event email Shelly Oliver at inlandempirenavhda@gmail.com
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�ese articles appeared in this months issue of "Today's Breeder" a magazine published for members 
of the Purina Pro Club.  �e articles are forwarded to you with permission from "today's Breeder, 

Nestle Purina PetCare Company.
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Dogs are under control at all times.
(Leash rule is in e�ect)

Everyone in the �eld MUST wear
blaze orange hat, shirt, or vest.

Must have completed a hunter
safety class or have a hunting license.

Children are to be supervised and 
remain in the designated parking
lot area at all times.

NO alcohol on the premise.

Executive Sponsors: Event Sponsor: Partners in Conservation:

Shotguns must be break action only.

Checking:       $3,360.50
Savings:           $2,703.95
 
TOTAL:          $6,064.45

President: Cli� Fleming

Vice President: Mike Shepherd

Treasurer: Steve Engelgau

Secretary & Media Manager: Shelly Oliver

Training Coordinator & Web Master: Kraig Dix

Media Coordinator: Gabriel Awbrey

Newsletter Editor: Jim Bellmeyer

Equipment O�cer: John O’DonnellMust have an active NAVHDA 
international membership.

Training Day Rules:

Treasurer’s Report:

Board of Directors:

�e Back Page
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